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Access to clean water was recognised by the United Nations
as a universal human right in 2010. Although the UN
General Assembly declared the years 2005 to 2015 as the
International Decade for Action “Water — Source of Life”, the
consequences of increasing water scarcity remain a global
challenge. Key causes lie in structural and culturally shaped
approaches to water, the ongoing privatisation of water
resources, and the impacts of climate change. Socially and

economically disadvantaged groups are particularly affected.

In many villages in India, functioning wells or alternative
water storage systems are lacking, and many people in rural
areas do not have secure access to clean drinking water. The
health consequences are especially severe for young children,

who are vulnerable to diseases caused by contaminated water.

For many women and girls, who typically assume responsibility
for water collection within traditional divisions of labour, this

often involves long hours of walking to reach distant wells.
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Water is frequently carried in aluminium containers
on the head. To obtain sufficient quantities for daily
needs, even young girls are involved in this task,

which can partly prevent them from attending school.

My work focuses both on the concrete realities of these
women and girls and on globally relevant issues. In a staged,
surreal representation, the women carry a prepared container
— usually used for water collection — upside down on their
heads, obscuring their faces. In a pointed manner, this draws

attention to a fundamental problem of our present world.

The photographs were taken in twelve villages of the Santal
(Adivasi) indigenous community in the north of the Indian state
of West Bengal. Water scarcity and the lack of access to water of
drinking quality have long been known challenges in the region,
which become particularly acute towards the end of the annual

dry season.



