
The GDR has become history. Many everyday objects from the period before the fall of the 

Berlin Wall were discarded in East German households after reunification, driven by the 

desire for a new and better life. A decade later, these items are now used to illustrate daily 

life in the GDR in museums specifically created for this purpose.

No real life ever took place in these displayed interiors. The cat on the sofa is stuffed, and the 

state-owned enterprises that produced all these objects no longer exist. The applied formal 

elements, such as parallel perspectives and sharp cuts, highlight the dysfunctionality of the 

arrangements, emphasizing that they are staged scenes.

The photographs depict constructed spaces that aim to create an image of the past. Without 

verifiable references, they convey a false sense of objectivity, despite being historically 

unverifiable.

The images were taken in privately run museums in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 

Brandenburg, Berlin, Saxony, and Thuringia.
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