
The project Internal Affairs / Innere Angelegenheit is a photographic exploration of former interrogation 

detention centers of the Ministry for State Security (Stasi) of the GDR. Today, more than half of the originally 

seventeen UHA have been converted into memorials or are accessible in a state of disuse, providing insight 

into the penal system of a repressive political regime.

My photographs focus on the interiors of the cells, which do not allow for any conclusions to be drawn about 

the surrounding environment. This approach reflects the practice of the Ministry for State Security, which 

often denied detainees any knowledge of their place of imprisonment until their release.

Through the interweaving of museal artificiality and the decay resulting from vacancy, the work engages 

with the past. Without knowledge of the experiences of the detainees, who were subjected to psychological 

torment and coercion, the political context of the GDR can only be incompletely understood. The 

photographed spaces symbolically represent violence, oppression, and state control.

Moreover, the photographs extend beyond a mere examination of the past. They shed light on the 

fundamental mechanisms of disciplining, which have persisted in many societies for centuries. The prison 

sentence, which has remained in place since the abolition of corporal punishment in the Middle Ages, 

exemplifies a principle of control that is still present in many countries today. The austerity and silence of 

the cells evoke early forms of disciplining, some of which can be found in medieval monastic life—systems 

that have often been misused throughout history, particularly in authoritarian regimes like that of the 

GDR.
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